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April 20, 2009 

Greetings Friends! 
Welcome to the March and April edition of the The Positive Press.

Eric Evans - A Shining Example  
As a part of our Character & Leadership Programming, we nominate a Youth of the Month 
per Club and amongst these nominees, a Youth of the Year is chosen to represent our 
entire organization. In October of 2008, at the 16th Annual Kids Soiree, we announced our 
organization's Youth of the Year, Eric Evans, a 13-year member of the St. Phillips Boys & 
Girls Club in Jefferson County. Eric is currently in Orlando for the 2009 Florida Youth of the 
Year Competition at the Disney AllStar Music Resort  and will be judged against other 
organizational award recipients for the Florida Youth of the Year award. The Florida Youth 
of the Year will go on to compete in a regional competition and then the National Youth of 
the Year contest. Best of luck, Eric!
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Kick Butts Day 
On Kick Butts Day 2009, the Gadsden County SWAT Teams (Students Working Against Tobacco), a product of the Boys & 
Girls Clubs of the Big Bend's tobacco prevention program, raised awareness of the harms of tobacco by plastering three 
schools in Gadsden County with signs depicting the number "616." They covered as much of the schools as possible with 
the number in order to compel others to inquire, "What is 616?" Toward the end of the day, SWAT team members 
announced in a PSA over the loud speakers that 616 people die in Florida each week of a tobacco-related illness. Kick Butts 
Day started in September 1995 by the The Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids, as a national day of activism that empowers 
youth to take action against Big Tobacco at more than 2,000 events from coast to coast. Anyone wishing to quit using 
tobacco related products can join in the cause and contact the Florida Quit Line for assistance at 1-877-U-CAN-NOW. 

 

Visit With a Legend
Through the PeaceJam Foundation, our kids had the opportunity of a lifetime 
to meet Nobel Peace Prize Winner, Betty Williams, at Florida State University. 
Ms. Williams is the co-founder of Community of Peace People, an organization 
dedicated to promoting a peaceful resolution to the problems in Northern 
Ireland. Our Club members were inspired by her passion and her opinions 
about the rights of children, global conflicts and the struggle for peace. To 
learn more about the PeaceJam Foundation visit, www.peacejam.org.
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- The Torch Club members at St. Phillips planned community events to implement throughout the year, baked cookies for a 
local nursing home and visited the elderly there. 
 
- Our Greg McCray Club hosted a field day to benefit the Tallahassee Homeless Shelter. All youth who attended brought 
canned goods or nonperishable items. The National Association of Black Accountants provided food and games for this 
event. 

 
 

FAST FACT: 
The Boys & Girls Clubs of the Big Bend is far from a recreation program. We offer youth development programming in five 
core areas of development - Education and Career, Character and Leadership, Health and Life Skills, Arts and Cultural 
Enrichment, and Sports and Fitness. 

 
 

BE INSPIRING 
Mentor one of our children in need of a role model.

 

BE IMPACTFUL 
Donate to our cause or become a Heritage Club member. 

 

BE INVOLVED 
Volunteer at one of our Clubs. 
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